LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
St. Paul "Be thou accursed"; nor for so saying, should I raise
myself in my own estimation above the lowest line in the
scale of negative merit. Neither do I claim a higher place for
declaring, as I do, in the presence of God, that, being a liege
subject of His Majesty King George IE, I hold myself
bound, by the dictates of my religion, independently of the
oaths I have taken to bear him true allegiance, and to inculcate
the same obligation upon all those who are subject to my juris-
diction. Nay, further, I declare myself more firmly bound to
him by the dictates of my religion, than by every tie: being
as little able in adverse circumstances to answer for my loyalty
to the King, without the aid of my religion, as to answer for
my fidelity to God, without the aid of his grace. Conformably
to this impression, my Lord, I have enforced with peculiar
energy, the duty of allegiance, both in my public and private
instructions, during the troubles of 1798; strictly enjoining
my clergy to withhold the sacred rites from all persons im-
plicated in the treason of the time; until the oath and the
treason if cemented should have been first abjured: by which
means, many hundreds, if not many thousands, were detached
from that treasonable contract, who, to this very day, might
have adhered to it.
In answer to the allegation of pointed disrespect to those
clergymen who were represented to your Lordship as having
saved the lives of loyal men, I can boldly assert, in the face of
this diocese, that the only priest I knew, as coming precisely
within that description, by having given a timely notice to
a gentleman whose life was threatened, is the very man I soon
after selected for my Vicar-General; and with him at this day
in that confidential capacity, I continue on terms of sincere
regard and affection. The other Clergymen distinguished for
loyal exertions at that trying period will acknowledge if
called upon that, instead of treating them disrespectfully, I
esteem diem and venerate them. That every priest of mine,
however, is perfectly satisfied, is what I am not presumptuous
enough to affirm: it seldom falls to the lot of anyone in my
place not to have individuals displeased with him; but I can
confidently say that I know of only one Clergyman in this
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